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TITLE: MORMONS AND THE WILD RAM 
 

 
JUNE 1846 AND THE MORMONS COME TO TOWN. 

 

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY, BROUGHT TO YOU BY THIS STATION AND THE SAVE 

TEXAS HISTORY PROGRAM OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

 

JUNE 6, 1846. AUSTIN. SEEKING SAFE HAVEN FOR HIS PERSECUTED MORMON SECT, 

APOSTLE LYMAN WIGHT BRINGS 200 MORMONS TO THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS. 

 

DUBBED THE “WILD RAM OF THE MOUNTAINS” WIGHT IS INDEPENDENT AND 

CHARISMATIC. WHEN BRIGHAM YOUNG MOVED HIS FOLLOWERS TO UTAH, WIGHT 

TOOK HIS TO TEXAS. 

 

SETTLING ALONG THE COLORADO RIVER, THE MORMONS WORK HARD, BUILDING 

AUSTIN’S FIRST MILL, AND THE FIRST JAIL. WIGHT AND HIS WIGHTITES RELOCATE 

SEVERAL TIMES, OFTEN LEAVING BEHIND HUGE DEBTS. 

 

BY 1853 THE COLONY FAILS. WIGHT DIED IN 1858 – BROKE AND 

EXCOMMUNICATED. 

 

THE WILD RAM AND HIS MORMONS CAME TO AUSTIN 167 YEARS AGO, THIS WEEK 

IN TEXAS HISTORY. 

 

LEARN MORE AT SAVETEXASHISTORY.ORG OR CALL 800-998-4GLO.  
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